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P. S. The Reader is requeſted to ſuſpend' 
his Opinion, 'till he has conſidered the Whole. 
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An 
B NMI. AY. 
INTO THE PERSONALITY OF 


THE. DIVINE ESSENCE. 


Tar Doctrine of the Trinity has been a 
ſubje& of much diſcuſſion in all ages of the 
Church : it has engaged the attention of 

many Councils, who, beſide the three Creeds 
- we haye ſtill in uſe, have framed numberleſs 
other; labouring, if poſſible, to convey to the 
human mind, ſuch an idea of God, as might 
accord both with Scripture and Reaſon.— 
But in every attempt they have failed, ex- 


1 cept in one, which was the firſt Creed we 


read of; and perhaps it would have been 
well, if there had not been any other. It 
was this: I believe in one God, who tis 
the FATHER, who is the SON, and who is 
the Holy Grosr. And if every other 
Creed has miſled the mark, and failed of its 
B intended 


** 


(8:3 


| intended purpoſe, it was only becauſe they 
have ſo cloſely adhered to the word Perſon: 


Iſa ah, xii, 3. 


John, xvi'. 3. 


he hath ſent. 


The idea of three perſons in one God, 
confuſes the mind, is a ſtumbling-block to 
many (eſpecially as it is bandied about in the 
Athanafian Creed), and has been the only 
root out of which Deiſin and Arianiſm ever 
ſprung. 


Let us now enquire into the reaſons, Why 
the idea of perſonality has been ſo conſtantly 
and ſo ſtifly maintained ? and at the ſame 
time examine, Whether the Holy Scriptures 
do really convey to us any ſuch idea? And 
alſo, endeavour to diſcover, from that only 
ſource of divine knowledge, how we ought 
to think and believe of Gor, who is the. 
fountain of our being and our only SAyvt- 


OUR : And then ſee, how ſuch diſcoveries \ 


may be applicable to the converſion and ſal. * 
vation of our ſouls and bodies. So ſhall we 

drgw water with joy out of the Wells of Sal- 
vation; for ſurely it is Life eternal to know 
the only 5 95 2A. and JzsUs CHRIST whom 


9 
—— 


This important text which L have juſt now 
mentioned, I confeſs is one among many, 
which ſeems to. eſtabliſh the idea of perſo- 


nality; as that idea, fo far as it relates to 


the Deity, is only founded on the diſtinc- 
X tion 


e 
tion which the human mind is apt to form 
between the ſender and ſent.— But however 
juſt it may be wich reſpect to angels or 
men, who are local beings, it cannot be ſo 
with reſpect to Gov, who is omnipreſent, 
and who fills all ſpace.— And this will ap- 
pear more evident, by comparing the text 
before us with another, in the prophet Ma- 


lachy. Behold I will fend my meſſenger, Mal. iii. t. 


and he ſhall prepare my way before ms. 
The meſſenger is the bapti/#. The /ender, or 


perſon whoſe way was to be prepared is one, . 


is Gop, is Jesus Cnnisr, ſpeaking in his 
own perſon ſingularly, 1 and me. So juſtly 


and truly has he faid, He that ſeeth me, John xii. 45. 


ſeeth wes that SENT me. 


There cannot be any perſonal iftin&tion 
_ -In'this laſt, no more than in the following 
texts, when duly confidered and compared 


with other ſcriptures: My meat is to do ir. 34. 
the will 'of him that sEN T me. They. 36. 


works that 1 do, bear witneſs of me, that 


the Father bath s&xT me. Here he ſays, - 


the works that 1 bo; but in another place 


he ſays, The Father that dioelleth in me xiv. 10. 


he doeth the works ; plainly intimating that 
he and the Father are one, not two per/ons but 


ons perſon.——** I muſt work the works of; 
As my Father bath xx. 21. 


him that 8ENT me. 
ſent me, even ſo ſend I you, c. Now 
every 


IX. 4. 


T's 


every idea of perſonal diſtinQion ham 
the Father and the Son in theſe, or any ſuch 
like Scriptures, muſt vaniſh, when we read, 


Mat. x. 40. Fe that receiveth ux, receiveth min that 
John xii. 45. SENT ne. — He that ſeeth ux, ſeeth 1M 


that SENT ne. — Which is as much as if he 


Ifaiah lxiii. 5. had ſaid, I ſent myſelf. My own arm 


John xiv. 9. hong ht ſalvation. 


x. 30. 


He that bath ſeen 
ME 'hath ſeen the FATHER, and I and My 
FATHER are one, As if he had ſaid, I 


Leaiah ix. 6, am the Father; therefore Jſaiab ſays, His 


© 


name ſhall be called the everlaſting Father, 
&c.—And therefore in the days of his fleſh, 
it was uſual with Him-to fay to men and wo- 


Matt. is. 2. men—Son—Daughter, thy fins are forgiven 


thee——Or thy faith hath made thee whole, 
c.— The Jews at that time ſeem to have 
had a more juſt way of thinking, than many 
of us at this day; for they ſaid, Who can 


Mark ii. 7. forgive fins but GoD only? And at another 


time they took up ſtones to ſtone him, and 
aſſigned this reaſon for it : Becauſe he 'being 


John x. 33. a man, made himſelf Gop, for he had ſaid 


36 . 


© Tam the Sox of Gop; they very juſtly 


concluding that the Son of Gop mult be 
Gop himſelf. —It would be happy if many 
in this our day, would fearn this much of 
Chriſtianity. - even from the unbelieving 
Jews, 


But 


629 


But give me leave to aſk, Why Gop na- 
niſeſt in the fleſh, ſhould be called the Sox of 
| Gop ?—This queſtion was anſwered by the 


angel Gabriel, when he ſaid to Mary, The Luke i. 35. 


Holy Ghoſt ſhall come upon thee, and the 
power of the Higheſt ſhall overſhadow thee ; 
therefore that holy rh %ο which ſhall be 
born of thee, ſhall be called the so of Gon. 
Therefore, for that reaſon, and not for any 
other, ſhall he be called the Son of Gop. It 
is very obſervable in this place, that the 
angel does not ſay, that holy child, but that 
holy thing, in the neuter gender only ; be- 
cauſe the body without the ſpirit, being 
dead, is neuter ; now it was the body only, 
that was taken of the fleſh of the Virgin 
Mary, therefore it was the body only, that 
could be called the So of God, the intellec- 
tual part being Gop himſelf. For the 9%; 
or word, can with no more propriety be 
called the Sox, than my word can be called 
my ſon.— There cannot poſſibly be formed 
any idea of a ſon in the godhead before the 
incarnation of Jesvs : ſo that whatever has 
been ſaid of his being begotten before all 
worlds, of his eternal generation, &c. muſt 
be totally unfounded, and have only ſerved 
to beget a great deal of cavilling and unbe- 


lief. —— 7 know, Iſaiah fays, who ſhall Iſaiak iii. 8. 


declare his generation ? but the prophet in 
that 


C0 ) 
that place is only ſpeaking of him, in his 
humble ſuffering ſtate, not of any eternal 
generation before all worlds. If 1 might be 
allowed to gueſs at the prophet's meaning, 


I ſhould think, he has put his query very 


properly: Who ſhall declare his generation: 
that is, Who can declare or explain how a 


"Yaiah vil. 4. virgin ſhould conceive and bear a ſon, 


by the overſhadowing power of the Holy 


1 Peter i. 12. Ghoſt. ls it not a myſtery that the very 


angels themſelves defire to look into? There- 
fore I muſt conclude that he was called the 
Son of Gor, only becauſe he was con- 
ceived of the Holy Gho/? and born of the 
Virgin Mary; and conſequently i is the only 
E Son of God. 


| Let us now conſider a few texts relative 
to the Holy Gba, in which we ſhall find the 
ſame expreſſions of ſending and being /ent. 


John xiv. 26. But the Comforter which is the Holy 


xv. 26, 


XVI. 7. 


Gho/t, which the Father will end in ny 
name, c. —Here the Father is ſaid to be 
the ſender. — But when the Comforter is 
come, whom I will ſend unto you from the 
Father, tc. — If I go not away, the Com- 
forter will not come unto you ; but if I de- 
part, I will ſend him unto you. In both 
theſe the Sox is ſaid to be the ſender.—But 
whatever the difference of theſe expreſſions 

E. may 


8 
may ſeem to be, there is in fact not any 
difference at all, for it has been already 
proved, that the Father and the Son are 
indĩviſibly one, and ſhould be fo even 
in our ideas.—And J think it muſt appear 
evident to every one who reads his. Bible 
with any attention, that this One only liv- 
ing and true God, ic the Father, is the Son, 
and is the Holy Ghoſt; not proceeding 
from the Father only, as the Greeks ſay, 
nor from the Father and the Son, as the 


; Latins ſay; but being a new, and more 
6 +41 glorious operation of God in Man. 
In the epiſtle to the Galatians we read Gal. iv. 6, 
Gop ſent forth the Spirit of his Son, Sc. 
" — The Holy Gh is here called the ſpirit of 
e. -| Jesvs CnHRIsT. Now the intellectual part 
1 or ſoul of a man while he is living is called 
ly his Spirit, but after his death it is uſually 
ny called his G, and the article of death is 
A frequently termed, giving up the Gho/t :— 
10 and I cannot help thinking that the origi - 
* nal words, which are rendered Holy Göhgſt, 
5 in our Bibles, in all places before the cru- 
Te. cifixion of our Lord, ought to have been 
\th rendered Holy Spirit. But this I muſt ſub- 
zut mit to thoſe who are converſant in the ori- 
* ginal languages. However, in this place 
1ay L would requeſt the reader's particular at- 


tention, 


2 Cor. xv. 45. that he might fill all things. 


Eph. iv, 10, 


OP, 
tention, . while I endeavour- to conſider 
the difference between the Gh or Spirit of 
J=8us CHRIST, and the ghoſt or ſpirit of 
any other man; The ghoſt of a man de- 
parted, is only his ſpirit or ſoul, his body 
being then mouldering in the duſt; but 
the body of our Lord Jzsus CHRIST, did 
not moulder-in the duſt. It was ſo far from 
ſeeing corruption, that it was raiſed from 
the dead the third day, aſcended into hea- 
ven and was glorified ; that is, was made a 
quickening ſpirit, aſcended up above all things, 
The firſt 
man, Adam, was made a living ſoul, the laſt 
Adam was made a quickening ſpirit. He 
that deſcended, is the ſame alſo that aſcend» 
ed up far above all the heavens, that he 
might fill all things. It is to theſe two ſcrip- 
tures, that I requeſt the reader's particular 
attention, Gop was, and is, always from 
all eternity, in time, and to all eternity a 
ſpirit, and there never was a time when he 
could be made ſuch : but the /a/# Adam, the 
humanity, or body of Jxsus CHRIST, was 
made a quickening Spirit. It is one of the 
attributes of Gop to be omnipreſent, % fl 
all things, and it never was neceſſary for 
him to aſcend any where for that purpoſe : 
but He who was made a guickening Spirit, the 


Man CHRIST Jxsus, was he who deſcended, 
x and 


Vonder and aſtoniſhment of men and an- 


that Jasus CHRIST js in * except ye be 


bad a right or left hand, but rather of a 


hee the Son of Man fitting on the right hand 


( 8. ): 
del aſcended up, far above all Heaventy 
that he might fill all thinge—Sothen, to the 


gels, we find that the Man who was born of | 
Maar, who had a body of fleſh and blood 
and bones as we have, probably not morg 
than fix feet high, ſhould now be omnipre» 
ſent, ſhould fill all things, and be a quick- 
ening Spirit in the hearts of all that truly 
believe in Hiu.——Well might he ſay,— 
Where two or three are gathered together, 
in my name, there am I in the mid/t of them ; 
and well might an Apoſtle ſay, Know ye not 


reprobates. 
If any mould object to this idea of the 


univerſal preſence of the humanity of Jz$sus, 
and ſay, is it not written, that he is for Heb. x. 12; 
ever ſat down on the right hand of God? 
It may be anſwered ; this canhot be under- 
Rood as of any particular place, as if Gob 


ſtate or exaltation in glory; for our Saviour 
calls ir the right hand ꝙ power. — 7 Jhall Mark xiv. 62, 


of power, and coming in the clouds of Heaven, 
And this right hand of power, in another 


place, he calls the glory of bis Father. For Mat. . 27. 


the Son of Man Jhall come in the Glory of 
C hit 


Euke ii. 29. 


( 16 ) 
Bis Father, with hit Angels, &c. And in 
the following verſe . he ſays, There be ſome 
ftanding 125 which ſhall not taſte of death, 
fill they fee the Son of Man coming in his 
kingdom.—Now this coming in his kingdom 
was no other, than his transfiguration on 
Mount Tabor, which did not require any 
conſiderable change of place.—It muſt then 
appear evident, that as weare not to under- 
ſtand by his being ſaid to /iz, that he ſits in 
any particular place ;—ſo we are not to un- 
derſtand that his being ſaid to come implies 
a removal from that place to any other, bur 
only a manifeſtation of a glory which had 
been hid ; for the divine humanity may very 
properly be compared to a circle whoſe cen- 
ter is every where, and circumference no 


where. 


I flatter myſelf the reader by this time 
ſees clearly, that the Father and the Sor, 
that is Go in the glorified humanity of 


Issus Cnnisr is the Hol Gnosr. And 


ſo we read in the Goſpel of St. John, 


ris. : 7 hat the Hol v GrosT was not given (in- 


deed could not) becauſe that JesUs was not 
get glorified —Well might old Simeon ſay, 
when he took the Child in his arms, Lord, 
now lette/ſt thou thy ſervant depart in peace 
according to thy word ; for mine eyes have 


ſeen 


. 

feen thy ſalvation, which thau haſt prepared 
before the face of all people, à light to lighten 
the Gentilet, and the glory of thy people If 
rael. | 


This idea is farther confirmed by our 


Lord himſelf.—Jzsus anfivered and ſaid, john xiv 23. 


if a man love me, be will keep my words, 

and my FATHER will love him, and we will 

come unto him, and make our abode with him. 

He does not ſay that the HoLy GrosT will 

come and make his abode with him ; but he 

ſays the ſame thing in other words, as if he 

ſhould ſay, my FaTHER in my glorified hu- 

manity (which is the Hol v Ghost) will 

come and make our abode with him. Simi- 
lar to this, is his ſaying in the 20th verſe of 

the ſame chapter n that day ye ſhall know, 
that I am in my FATHER, and you in me, and I 
in you. Alſo in his laſt prayer, r7th of John, 

he prays that he may dwell in us, and the 
_ FaTnrtr in him, I in them and thou in me ; 
no mention is made in either place of the 


Hour GrosT, 


Our Saviour allo, in the ſame Evange- 
liſt, ſays very plainly, that he himſelf would 


be the HoLy GHosT His words er. * 15. 
ye love me, keep my commandments. And Iwill 16, 17. 


pray the FATHER, and be foall give you ano- 
ther 


( w 3 
ber Comforter, that he may abide with you. 
| for ever : the Spirit of Truth, whom the world 
| cannot receive, becauſe it ſoeth him nat, neither 
FLunotweth him: — but ye know him; for he 
deweileth with you, and ſhall be in you. I will 
John xiv. 18. yot leave you comfortleſs : I will come to you. 
\ As if he had faid—Ye know the Com- 
| forter, the Spirit of Truth ; becauſe ye know 
a ; me.—He dwelleth with you.—I dwell with 
you. —He ſhall be in you. l ſhall bein you; 
I ſhall dwelt in your hearts by faith. 1 wilt 
fulfil that which J promiſed by my fervant 
. aCor. vi. 16. Moſes : Te ſhall be my Temples, I will dwell 
in you, and walk in you, and I will be your 
\ Gop, and ye ſhall be my people. I. will not 
fi leave you comforvleſe, I will be the Houy 
| | GrosT the Comforter. I will come unto you 
Heb, xiii. 5, and abide with you, and in you for ever: I 
will never leave you nor forſake you.—A little 
while and ye ſhall not ſee me; in a few days I 
Hall be crucified, dead and buried, I ball riſe 
the third day and aſcend into Heaven, and a 
Ads i. 9. cloud fhall receive me out of your fight. Te 
ſhall not then ſee me; but again, a little while + 
John xvi. 16, and ye ſhall ſee me; becauſe I go to the Fa- 
THER, For, it is expedient for you that I go 
KViz 7, away ; for, if I go not away, the Comforter will 
not come to yu; but if I depart I will fend him 
unio you. It is expedient for you that I go 
to the FATHER ; that I may be glorified; 
that” 


"I 
3: 
” 1 

if 


(G2 
that I may be made & guickening Spirit; to 
quicken you who are by nature dead in Epheſ. ii, 1. 
treſpaſſes and ſins. It is expedient for you. 
that 1 aftend up, abe all Heavens, that IW. 10. 
may fill all things. That I may fill you with 
all my fulneſs ; for it hath pleaſed the Fa. Coll. i. 19. 
THER that in me ſhould all fulneſs dwell. 
Again, a little while, after a few days, on 
the day of Pentecoſt, and ye /ball ſas mo, bo- 
cauſe I go tothe FATHER 3 that I may return 
to you again as the Ho GHOST; whom 
the FATHER will fend in (or by) my name, 
for I ſhall be the HoLy GHOST. In that day John xvi. 23 
yo ſhall aſk. me nething by way of enquiry for. 
infor mation, for F will teach you all things, and 26. 
bring all things io your remembrance, whaiſe« 
ever I have ſaid wnio yow For ye fhall be 
made partakers of my Undtion, and ye ſhall 
know all thing. Nevertheleſs whatſoever. ye! -= ii. 20. 
alt aſi the FATHER in (or by) my name, "rn. 
wilt give is .. ye a any thing in (or tie. 11. 
by) my name, I will da it. — For whenever you 
will call upon me by my name JIxsus, you call 
upon the FATHER and upon the Hol Ghost, 
for I am the FatHER and I am the HoLy 
GrnosT.——And fay not in your hearts, who Rom. x, 7. 
Hall aſcend into heaven, ta bring me down 
from above; or who ſhall deſcend into the 
deep, te bring me up again from the dead : 
for I am nigh ibes in thy mauth and in thy 
heart. 

I go- 


( 24 


John vi. 48. Igo 10 the Father that I may be glorified, 
| that I may be made that living bread which 
| ſhall. come down from heaven, of which 

Fo. Whoſoever eats be ſhall live for ever ; for 
$1. the bread that I will give, is my fleſh, 

55. which I will give for the life of the world, 

for my fleſh is meat indeed, and my blood is 

drink indeed. And it is expedient for you 

to eat and drink thereef, otherwiſe you have 

1 life in you. — Jou cannat be my chil. 

dren, without being partakers of my fleſh 

and blood, for the children are always par- 

Heb. . 24. takers of the fleſh and blood of the parent, 

you are partakers of the fleſh and blood of 
your father Adam; and are thereby vile, 
fenful, abominable, and ſubjet 10 eternal 

Cant. v. 1. death. — Be partakers of my fleſh and blood. 

John vi. 54. Come eat, O friends, and drink abundantly, 

O beloved; and have eternal life abiding in 
you ; for he that eateth my fleſh and drinks» 
eth my blood, hath eternal life, and I will 
raiſe him up at the laſt day. 


— — 


1 
{ 
| 
| 
1 
| 
C | 
| 
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I hope the kind reader will pardon this 
long paraphraſe, perhaps it may be juſt and 
uſeful; at leaſt it muſt effectually remove a 

ſtale objection, that becauſe our Saviour 
hath aſcended into heaven, and ſat down at 
the right hand of the Father ; therefore he 
cannot poſſibly be preſent on our altars or 
communion 


> JI og 


1 ww u6.iz£zta 


| ( 's ) 
communion tables; but this objection has 
been anſwered already, page 8, 9; and we 
have ſeen evidently from the ſacred word, 


that he aſcended up far above all heavens, Eph. iv. 10. 


that he might fill all things. Conſequently 
if we believe the word of God, there cannot 
be any difficulty in believing, that he is 
really and perſonally preſent on every altar 
or communion table; in every believing 


heart, and wwhereſcever two or three are Mat.xviii. 20, 


met — in his name. 


St. Paul aſſerts this with ſtrong confi- 


dence, The cup of bleſſing which we bleſs, 1 Cor. x. 16, 


is it not the communion (or participation) of 
the blood of Chriſt? The bread which we 
break, it it not the communion (or partici- 
pation) of the body of Chriſt? As it were 


- throwing out a challenge, putting his 


aſſertion into the form of a query, which 
he ſuppoſes ſelf-evident; as if I ſhould 


ſay two and two make four, do they 


not ? ſo he ſays, is it not? that is, can it 
poſſibly be ſuppoſed to be any thing elſe, 
but the body and blond of Chriſt.— And this 
query, he does not propoſe to children, or 
weak-minded men; for he ſays in the pre- 
ceding verſe, —[ eat as to wiſe men, judge 
ye what I ſay. 


St. 


WW ; 

St. Cyril biſhop of Jeruſalem made uſe of 
the ſame method of argument; his words 
are, ſceing then that our Lord asus CarisT, 


dealing of the bread, declared that it is hir 


body, who ſhall ever dare w call in queſtion 
this truth? And finct that He, ſpraking- of 
the wine, has afſured us ſo peſetively, that it 
is his blood, who tan ever doubt of it, and 
who ou dare to ſay, that it is not true, 
that it is his blood? 


F would not however be underſtood, 
from any thing I have either faid or quoted, 
in confirmation of the real prefence, to 
mean any other than a ſpiritual, becauſe 
there cannot poſſibly be any other: — for if 
our bodies at the reſurrection will be made 


| ſpiritual, - how muck more the glorified bo- 


dy of our Saviour, which was made a 
quickening ſpirit and aſcended up far above all 
heavens, that it might fill all things. Aud 
this no doubt is tie ſenſe in which the 
Church of England underſtands it, when 
ſhe ſays in the Catechiſm, that the body and 
blood of Chriſt are verily and indeed, taken 
end received by the faithjſul in the Lord's 
Stepper. But though this preſence be that 
of a ſpiritual, and not of a corporeal body; 
it is ſo far from being leſs real, that it is 
infinitely more glorious, more awful, and 

more 


7 


( 


17 ) 


more effectual for our ſandtiſication and 
falvation.—So that after all that has been 
wrote and faid concerning unworthy re- 
ceiving, it can be neither more or leſs, than 


the not diſcerning or conſidering the Lord's Cor. xi. 29. 


body : the apprehenſion of nothing more in 
the elements, than meer bread and wine 
taken and received in remembrance only. 
That as the Jeu, i in conſequence of their 


not diſcerning or believing that God was in 2 Cer. v. 19. 


Chriſt reconciling the world unto himſelf, 
crucified the Lord of Glory ; ſo thoſe who 
do not conſider or believe that CHRIST is 
in the ſacramental elements, are juſtly ſaid 


to be guilty of the body and blood of the 1 Cor. xi. 27. 


Lord. 


I hope it is now ſufficiently evident, that 
as the word Perſon or Trinity does not any 
where occur in the holy ſcriptures, as appli- 
cable to God, we ought not to entertain 
any ſuch n ; — for as we cannot 


_ poſſibly know any thing of Him, further 


than he has been pleaſed to reveal of him- 
ſelf in his word; we ought not to adopt 
any expreſſions, but ſuch as the inſpired 
writers have been pleaſed to make uſe of ; 
neither ſhould we preſume to form any ideas 


of Him, but ſuch as are fairly and evidently 


deducible from their words: —and this was 


D 


the 


| 
| 
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Colof. ii. 9. 
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the reaſon why I confined myſelf ſo cloſely 
to the ſacred text in the foregoing patt of 
this little Treatiſe ; having ſcarcely offered 
any thing elſe to the conſideration or notice 
of the reader; and I believe it has been 
fully proved, that God is the Father, is 
the Son, and is the Holy Ghoſt ; and that 
theſe are not three perſons, but three names 
of One, in the perſon of Jeſus Chriſt, in 
whom dwelleth all the fulneſs of the God-head 
bodily ; and that they are only expreſſive of 
his different acts, for the redemption and 
ſalvation of loſt mankind, 


How unjuſt and improper then, muſt 
thoſe modes of expreſſion be, which have 
been in uſe for fo many ages: as in the 
Nicene, and alſo in that falſely called the 


' Apoſtles Creed. ] believe in one God the Fa- 


ther, &fc.—and in one Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


Dc. —and I believe in the Holy Ghoſt, the 


Lord and giver of life, &c. What is this, but 
to ſay, I believe in one God the Father, and 
in another God the Son, and in a third God 


the Holy Gho/t.—The reader will ſee in 


Euſebius's Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory what dif- 


putes and bitter wranglings there were in 


the Church when that creed was formed ; 
endeavouring to eſtabliſh what was then 
called the faith of one ſubtance, the natural 

conſequence 


i 


conſequence of which, was the riſe of Aria- 
niſm. For they, darkening counſel by words job. xxxviii, 
without knowledge, having only in view 2. 
the eſtabliſhment of a ſyſtem, loft ſight of 
Gov, and ſunk into a kind of Polytheiſm, 
or ideal idolatry ; in which we have conti- 
nued ever ſince, —And our Liturgies ſeem 
calculated to confirm us in it; as ſeveral of 
our prayers conclude, -er the ſake of 
Jesus CHRIST our Lord, to whom, with thee 
and the Holy Ghoft, be all honour, &c.—as if 
we were ſpeaking to the Father, of two 
other perſons, who might, or might not be 
preſent, —Belides, though we read that we 
may ſuffer, or do, many things for his 
name's ſake; yet we are not directed to aſk 
any thing of the Father for the ſake of the 
Son : becauſe that would convey too ſtrong 
an idea of a diſtinct perſonality.— But only 

in (or rather by) his name; as if we called 
upon the Father by his name Jesus, in 
Engliſh Saviour ; for the Father hath ſaid, Ifiah li. 
beſide me there is no Saviour. 11. 


Our Litany is alſo ſtrangely calculated to 
convey to our minds an idea of this Polythe- 
iſtical diſtinction; every one knows that it 
begins with three petitions addreſſed to each 
| | perſon ſeparately. As if the compoſer of 
| that prayer had been apprehenſive, that if 
; D 2 he 


Jobe iii. 16. 


oh 

C923 | 
he had negleQed one, that one might have 
been offended. —And then, to ſatisfy the 
minds of the people, who (however con- 
fuſed their ideas may be) would fain flatter 
themſelves that they are worſhippers of one 
God, he unites them together in a fourth — 
O holy, bleſſed, and glorious Trinity, &c. 


But the worſt uſe that ever was made of 
this diſtinction, and moſt likely to convey 
a falſe idea of Gop, we find in one of Mr, 
Weſley's Hymns; the words are— 


Sprinkle ſtill the mercy ſeat, 
And bring the Farukz's anger down; 
Skreen me, Ixsv, from the heat 
And terror of his frown, 


Here we find, not only a diſtinQion of 
perſons, but a diſtin, and infinitely wide 
difference of nature and diſpoſition.— 
The Sow is repreſented as all mercy and 
love ;—the FATHER as all anger and frown- 
ing fury :—ſo that if we believe Mr, Weſley, 
we need no longer ſay, © that Gop ſa loved 
the world, that he gave his only begotten 
Sox, that whoſoever believeth in him, ſhould 
not periſh, but have everlaſting life.” 


How rationally, how ſcripturally, I might 
ſay how divinely are we delivered from all 
theſe errors, and perhaps blaſphemies, by 

| | that 
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that original, and beſt of all Creed believe 
in one Gop, who is the FarHER, whois 
the Son, and who is the HoLy GrosT.— 
And this leads me to the laſt thing propoſed, 
and that was How we ought to think, and 
believe of Gop, who is the author of our 
being and our only Saviour ; and how theſe 
conſiderations may be applicable to the con- 
verſion and ſalvation of our ſouls and bo. 
dies.“ 


Our Lord himfelf tells us that Gop is john iv. 24. 


a ſpirit, and they that worſhip him, m 

worſhip in ſpirit and in truth.” —St. Paul 
in his epiſtle to Timothy, ſtyles him, The 
King eternal, immortal, inviſible, the only 


wiſe Gop.”— That he only hath immor- John vi. 16. 


tality, dwelling in the light which no man 
can approach unto, whom no man hath 
ſeen or can ſee.” He is called the 
« Almighty Gop—Jznmovan,” or the ſelf. 
ſubſiſting being. He defired Moſes to fay 


unto Pharaoh— * I am hath ſent me unto Exod. iii. 14. 


you.“ In the perſon of Jxsus CHRIST he 


fays—* Before Abraham was I am.”—St, John vii. 58. 


Paul ſpeaking of him in the ſame perſon 
ſays, that “ by him were all things created, 
that are in Heaven, and that are in earth, 
viſible and inviſible, whether they be thrones, 
or dominions, or principalities, or powers; 
all things were created by him, and for him : 

| and 


Colo. i. 16. 


| Epheſ. i. 23. 


(7.28) 


and in the. epiſtle to the Epheſiang, that 
“He is the fulneſs of Him that filleth all. 


in all.“ 5 
411 


But over and above every thing hay a 


be thought or conceived of Him, St. John a 


John iv. 8. 


in his epiſtle tells us that Gop 1s Love, 
For not to ſay any thing of our creation, 
preſervation, or any, or all ol the bleſſings 
of this life, angels and men muſt be 
aſtoniſhed at his ineſtimable love, in re- 
deeming our fouls and bodies with his own 
blood; in the perſon of our Lorp Jesus 
8 —And this, when conſidered, will 
alſo appear ta be, both the means of grace, 
and the hope of glory. | 


If prayer be a means of grace, wha 


Zech. xii. 10. can pray, unleſs the /pirit of grace and 


Heb. iv. 3» 
Eph. 1i. 8. 


Acts v. 31. 


PL. Ixzxxvii. 7. David al my forings. are in thee; and 


ſupplications he given him ?—lf hearing or 
reading the ward be a means of grace, it 
will be ineffectual, it will nat profit, unleſs 
mixed with faith in thoſe who read or hear : 
now faith is the gift of Gop,—lf repentance 
be a means of grace, who can repent, un, 


leſs he receives that grace from Him, wha 


was exalted to be a prince and a Saviour, tg 
give repentance to Iſrael, and forgiveneſs of 
fins, —$urely every chriſtian may ſay with 


from 


(8) 
from a full conviction acknowledge the 


truth of what our Lok D hath faid, u ho John xv. 5. 


me ye can do nothing.— And he alſo is our 


only hope: The myſtery which hath been Coloſ. i. 27. 


hid From apes and generations, but now it 


made manilfet to his ſaints, which it Cart 


IN YOU THE Ro ER of GLoky. 


That God is Love, and that the value 
or eſtimation he has ſet on Man, is infi- 
nitely more than we can conceive, will be 
ſill further confirmed by the following 
conſiderations. 


We read in the book of Geneſis that the Gen. i. 2. 


earth dont without form and void; and dark- 
meſs was upon the face of the deep :—All 
created nature was one dark bottomleſs 
abyſs of confuſion and diforder commonly 
called chaos. Some have imagined that 
this chaos, which probably occupied all 
that ſpace which is now the heaven of the 


Nars and planets, had been the glorious 


refidence of Satan and his angels before 
their defection.— And that as the fin of 
Adam brought a curſe on the ground and 


its produce; ſo the fin of the angels 


brought a curſe on their heavenly habita- 
tion, and changed it from a kingdom of 
light, love and joy, into a — of dark- 

nels, 


29. 


1 John i. 5. 


Gen. i. 14. 
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neſs, hatred and ſorrow. But be that as 
it may; as ſecret things belong unto the Lord, 
tut thoſe things that are revealed belong unto 
r. It is ſufficient, that it has been revealed 
to us, that the earth was in that dreadful, 
unimaginable ſtate of darkneſs and confu- 
ſion; and that the LoRD our Go who is 
light, and in whom is no darkneſs at all, 
brought light out of that deep darkneſs, 
and order out of that immenſe confuſion ; 


- and for any thing we can diſcover either 


from reaſon or revelation, it was done ſolely 
for us men, for our comfort and accommo- 
dation.—PFor us men and for our accommo- 
dation, he created and formed the earth 
and the ſeas, cauſing them to produce fruits 
and vegetables, beaſts and birds and fiſhes 
innumerable, for our food and ſervice.— 
For us men, for our comfort and for our 
accommodation, he created and placed the 
fun, the moon and the ſtars in the firma- 
ment, to illuminate and warm ourhabitation, 
give fertility to the earth, and fecundity 
to the ſea; 10 be for ſigns, and for ſeaſons, 
and for days, and for years :==He has given 


them a law from which they have never 


deviated. 


For this great planet, Earth, ſtill rolls | 
And 


Inceſſantly around its poles ; 
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And ' till the end of time muſt run 
Its giants race about the ſun, 
While ſlanting in its oblique flight, 
It ſhortens or prolongs the night. 


Thus it is, as the pſalmiſt elegantly ex- 


preſſes it, the heavens declare the glory of Palm xiz. 2. 


Gov, and the firmament ſheweth his handy 
wort; day unto day uttereth ſpeech, and 
night unto night ſheweth knowledge. —Shew- 
eth us, not only his infinite wiſdom and 
power, in the contrivance and formation 
of all things; but alſo his infinite and in- 
conceivable love to us, for whoſe comfort 
and accommodation all thoſe things were 
created. 


But how great thoſe comforts, how happy 
thoſe accommodations would have been, had 
we continued in our original ſtate, it is im- 
poſſible for us at this day to conceive: we 


only know that our firſt Parent was created Gen. i. 27. 
in the image of God, that he had dominion 


over ALL the works of his hands ; every 
thing that Gop had created was made ſub. 
ject to him; he was full of immortality, 
for it was by fin only that death entered, 
conſequently not any of its harbingers, 


- ſickneſs or ſorrow could have viſited him. 


Probably all the extraordinary divine pow- 
ers, which were in the Prophets and Apoſ- 
N 1 tles, 


( 86 
tles, or even in our Lord when on earth, 
were alſo in him: and it is very likely that 
the appearance of his perſon was glorious 
like his on Mount Tabor when transfigured. 


But alas ! he continued not in his firſt eſtate, 


he fell—he died to all the divine life; and 


bound himſelf and his poſterity in the chains 


Rev. iii. 17. 


of ſin and death; ſubjecting us to the ty - 
ranny of ungovernable luſts and paſſions ; | 
expoſing us to all the evils that his fin had 
introduced into nature ; and to all the ma- 
lice of our ſpiritual enemies ; leaving us 
poor and miſerable, and blind and naked, as 
we are at this day. 


But we will turn away our eyes from this 
diſmal proſpect, We will lift them up unto the 


Pſalmexxi. 1. bills, from whence cometh our help, We will 


adopt the words of the Pſalmiſt and ſay, 


Pſalm viii. 8. Lord, ꝛubat is man, that thou art mindful of 


bim? and the ſon of man, that thou viſite/t 


him ?— That thou ſhouldſt be ſo mindful of 


him, as to create the heavens and the earth 
for his comfort. and accommodation : and 
give him dominion over all the works of 
thy hands, That thou ſhouldſt make him 
but a little lower than the angels, and crown 
him with glory and honour.—And yet when 
he had eclipſed all this glory, had loſt all 
this dominion, and had ſunk himſelf and his 


poſterity 


(ox 3 
poſterity into ſin and miſery inexpreſſible; 
that thou ſhouldſt viſit him in this his low 
eſtate — chat for us men and for our falya- 
tion, thou ſhouldſt come down from Hea- 
ven, to be born of a poor Virgin ; to be 
crucified under Pontius Pilate ; to bear our 
griefs, to carry our ſorrows, to be wounded 
for our tranſgreſſions, to be bruiſed for our 
- Iniquities, to receive the whole chaſtiſement Iſaiah li. 5, 
of our peace, that by thy {tripes we might 
be healed !—is ſuch. a wonderful manifeſta- 
tion that thou art Love, as could not other- 
wiſe have entered into the heart of man to 
concelve.... 1 | 


* 


\ 


And now having ſeen and diſcoyered in 

part what Gob is ;—=that he is our Father, 

our Creator, our Redeemer. and our Sanc- 

tifier, in the one perſon of Jesus CHRIST, 

who is the ſame yeſterday, to-day, and for Mev. xiii, 18. 
ever : Let us enquire how-this diſcovery is 
applicable to the regeneration and ſalvation 

of our ſouls and bodies. 


We have heard and do believe that the 

Lok aur Gon is ang Lord ; and it is our D:ut. vi. 4 
duty, our intereſt and our happineſs to love Dent. vi. g.. 
him with all our heart, and ſoul, and ſtrength 

and mind, becauſe he hath loved us, created 

us, and given himſelf for us: and not for 


us 


Phil. 1i.9, 10. 
Acts ii. 36. 


1 Cor. xv. 45. 


Eph. iv. 9. 


Gal. ii. 20. 


Phil. i. 21. 


2 Cor. xiii, 5. 
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us only, but for our neighbour alſo ; whoſe 
he is, as truly as he is ours.— And though 
we have been too long taught to think, 
that an idea of a diſtinct perſonality ſhould 
attach to the names of his ſeveral operations 
for, or manifeſtations to us; let us rejoice 


Zech. xiv. ꝙ in the near approach of that any; when there 


ſhall be ons Lok b, and his name one.—PFor 
as he revealed himſelf to the Patriarchs and 
Prophets, by the names of Gop ALmicnTy, 
the GoD of Abraham, Iſaac and Jacob, Jt. 
HOVAH, I am, &c. ſo hath he in theſe laſt 
days revealed himſelf to us by his name 
JesUs—a name that is above every name; 
* at the name of Jxsus every knee ſhould 
bow, of things in Heaven and things in earth, 
and things under the earth, and this fame 
JEsus who was crucified; and is both Lon 
and ChRIS TH; is now a quickening ſpirit, 
hath aſcended up above all things that he 
might fill all things ; and will ſo fill our 
hearts, and dwell in them by faith; that it 
ſhall be no longer we that live, but CHRIST 
that liveth in us; our very conſcious ex- 


| Iſtence ſhall be Chri i; and we fhall per- 


ceive with the holy apoſtle, that to us 79 
live is Chriſt. In the epiſtle to the Co- 
rinthians he ſeems ſurpriſed that there could 
be any who did not perceive his preſence 
within them; where he ſays, Know fv not | 


that 


( 29 ) 
that Jour Chrift is in you : as if he had 
ſaid, How is it poſſible for you under this 
glorious diſpenſation, not to know this 
important truth? it is ſcarcely to be be- 
lieved that, you could have neglected it- 
And then in another place, becauſe it was ' 
to be feared that there might be ſuch; he | 
breaks ont and ſays, Hoto can we eſcupe Heb. ii. 3. | 
if 20e neglect this ſo great ſalvation great | 
indeed! that we ſhould be the Temples of Cor. iii. 16. 
God, and that hit ſpirit ſhould dwell in us. 
That he ſhould take upon himſelf, not 
only the guilt' and burthen of our fins, 
that he might be our perfect and com- 
plete atonement: but alſo the work of 
our ſanctification; that he might” purify us Tit. ii. 14. 
unto! himſelf a peculiar people zealous of good 
works, That he ſhould deliver us from 
the bondage of corruption ; from the do- 
| miheering power of ſinful luſts and habits, 
and ſhould \bring us into the glorious h liberty Rom. viii. a7. 
of the children of God. That 'we being 
made free from fin, ſhould become the ſer- 
vans of ' righteouſneſs, have our fruit unto Rom. vi. 22. 
holineſs,” and in the end obtain everlaſting .Y 


© It is no wonder that St. Paul ſhould 
be ſurpriſed to find that there could be 
any who _ not Snow, who did not per- 


f 


ceĩve 


* 
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ceive that Jesus Carisr dwelt in them, 
and was indeed their very life; but if he 
were cotemporary with us, how much great- 
er would be his ſurpriſe, to find whole 
nations profeſſing (chriſtianity, not only 


neglecting, but rejeQing this great ſalya- 
tion; and that with ſcorn and contempt : 


ridiculing and laughing at this divine 


truth, as if the aſſertors of it were b | 
fialts or maden. ; 


There are indeed ſome . * admit 
dat he may dwell in us, or rather occaſions 
ally viſit us by his ſpirit,as he did in; or to, 
the Patriarchs and Prophets. But if that only 
were the caſe; where ſhould we find the great 
advantage and bleſſing of the goſpel diſpen · 


Tim. i. 10. fation ? How could it be ſaid that thereby 


Life and Immortality hath been brought . ta 
light ; ; or tbat the Law (under which the 


4 76 Prophets lived) made nothing perfect, hut the. 


— —— ————_ — — x + 
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bringing in of a better bope did. — But the 
truth is, that the law which was given by 
Maſer, did not convey to men that grace 
and truth which came only by Jesus CurisT, 
for the Prophet Zechariah ſpeaking of be: 
lievers under the gofpel, is bold to ſay, He 
| that is feeble amang them at that day, ſhall be 

as, David, and the Houſe of David ſball be as 
Gop, as the Angel of the Lord before them. 
And indeed thus it muſt be, for the word 


or 


— 
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or ſpirit came only occaſionally to the Pro- 
phets; but our Lonp aſſures us, that he 


mall abide with us for ever For theJobn vii. 39. 
HoLy GHosT was not given till JIæsus was 2 Pet. i. 21. 


glorified ; conſequently was not given to the 
Prophets, though they ſpake at particular 


times, as they were moved (or influenced) 


by it.—For there can be no fellowſhip be- 
tween righteouſneſs and unrighteouſneſs, no 
communion between light and darkneſs. — 
Gop, who is light itſelf, neither could nor 
can be manifeſted in us who are darkneſs, 
but in and through the divine glorified hu- 
manity of our Loxp Jzsus CHRIST, which 
is the HoLy Ghost, and which was not, 
neither could be imparted to the Prophets ; 
therefore we find, there were many tempers 
and paſſions in them, that would be totally 
incompatible with a renewed nature under 


the goſpel. 


A fimile has ſometimes occurred to my 


-mind, which may perhaps illuſtrate my 


meaning when I ſay, that the former ages 
and diſpenſations were much inferior to 
ours.—lt is this. Suppoſe a ſtream of wa- 
ter to be diſturbed and made foul, at, or 
near the fountain head, it will continue 


muddy for ſome length of way, but ſtill the 


further it runs, the clearer it will grow, *till 
F ; at 


Gen. vi. 4. 
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at length it becomes tranſparent as a look. 


ing -glaſs, capable of receiving and refle&- 
ing the beauties of the ſuperior ſky, and * 


2 of the _— 1 


The ſtream of human nature was dit 
turbed and made foul by our enemy the 
Devil, when he tempted and overcame our 
firſt parents, it ran on very muddy through 
the Antediluvian ages. We read that the 
whole earth was filled with violence; and 
this perhaps might be the foundation of the 
fable of the Centaurs, half man, half beaſt, 
who were ſaid in heathen ſtory to wage war 
with Heaven :=-ſo the fins of the Antediluvi- 
ans (who were probably rather beſtial than 
human) reached up to Heaven, and might 
therefore, in the language of fable, be very 
properly ſaid to make war againſt it: for we 
read that there were giants in the earth in 
thoſe days, whether enormous for their ſize 
or for their wickedneſs we cannot ſay, no 
more than we can ſay whether they were 
begotten by the ſons of Seth, (who might 
perhaps be called the ſons of Gop) or by 
any inferior order of angels, as we read of 
heroes in ſtory who were ſaid to be the ſons. 
of Gods or Goddeſſes. However that may 


be, this is certain, that their ſins were ſo 


great, their depravity ſo eee that. 
| the 
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the Lot himſelf faid, My Spir#” ſhall not 


always free” with man. And after the 


world had continued fixteen handred years, 
and probably was more fully inhabited than 
it is now, (on acoount of their longevity :) 
yet among them all there were only eight 
perſons found worthy to be ſaved in the ark, 
and perhaps ſeven of them were faved on 


Gen. vi. 3. 


account of the worthineſs of Nn, who is 


ſaid to have been a preacher of righteouſ, 


neſs, and ever} this preacher of righteouſ- 
neſs liad not long ſet his foot on dry ground, 
before he got himſelf indecently drunk, and 
was as indecently ridiculed for it by one of 


The ſtream of human nature was not 


much refined by this univerſal judgment, 
| for ſhottly after, we find the whole race of 


mankind, attempting to oppoſe che deſigns 
of Providence, by building a Tower. 
We find Sedo and its neighbouring cities, 


for their fits, conſumed by fire from hea- 


ven; and only one righteous perſon, (if 
even that one could be culled righteous) 
found among them; and he probably was 
ſaved rather on account of his Kinſman, 
than his own. — For it appears evidently, 
that among all that were then to be found 


on earth, Abraham anly was counted wor- 
thy of divine notice,—And yet all his poſ- 


terity 


Acts xvi. 6, 


Acts xvi. 9. 


Mal. iv. 16. 


( 


terity were corrupt, except the children of | 
Jrael, and what they were, every one wha, 


has read the Old * wok know. 


Let us now turn our r eyes to the gentile 
world; — there the barbariſm of the early 
ages was ſuch, as we can form no idea 
of.—And yet after a courſe of ages, the 
{ſtream of human nature became ſo re- 
fined, as to produce the almoſt divine 


- philoſophy of a Socrates, a Plato, a Seneca, 


and many others.—lt was to theſe—it was 
to the Greeks and Romans. that the glad tid - 
ings of falvation were firſt ſent. —And it is 
remarkable that it did not make its way 
eaſtward, for Paul and Timothy were for- 
bidden. of the Holy Ghoſt ta preach the 
word in Aſia. And were invited by a 
man of Macedonia who appeared to Paul 
in a viſion, to go over into Greete.—Sa 
we find, that as the Baptiſt was ſent to 
prepare the way before our Loxp, by 
turning the hearts" of the fathers' ta the. 
children, and the ' hearts of the children 10 
the fathers; leſt he ſhould came and ſinite 
the earth with a curſe; ſo | morality, ei- 
vilization and good manners, were ſent 
weſtward, into the nations of Europe ta 
prepare the way of the Goſpel—And-:it 
is - alſo remarkable, chat the ſavage na- 

bo”. =. toons 


ef 
tions of Africa, America, and Tartary; 
cannot be made either to underſtand or 
receive it. From all which it appears, 
that it is the way of God, in his good 
providence, to, enlighten the minds, and 
reform the manners of any people, whom 
he intends to bleſs with the glorious 
light of his - Goſpel, —And the fullneſs of 
time, in which our Lord came born of 
a woman, was the time when the ſtream 
of human nature was become ſo refined 
and tranſparent, as to be capable of re- 
ceiving and reflecting the n of the 
ſun of 3 


. 1 hope I . now ſufficiently proved, 
that the diſpenſation of the Goſpel is as 
much ſuperior to that of the law, or any 
thing that the prophets could receive or 
experience. under it, as the refinements 
of Greece and Rome were to the barbariſm 


of the earlieſt ages. 


I am now to take notice of another 
defcription of objectors, who becauſe the 


Apoſtle has faid, 4now ye not that Ixsus 2 Cor. xiii. 5, 


CRRisr is in you, except ye be reprobates, 
conclude, that fince they are certainly 
not. reprobates, . according to the common 


acceptation of the word, Jzzvs CHRIST 
muſt 


——— > — 


Jer. vi. 30. 


Zech.xiv.21. 
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muſt as certainly be in them, though 
they perceive him not, —This coneluſion 
is founded on a miſtaken underſtanding 
of the word reprobate: our dictionaries 


tell us, that it ſignißes 4 perſon let te 


virtue or grace; one abandoned to wicked- 
neſs. But the ſcriptural meaning is very 
different; we find the prophet Jeremiah, 
ſpeaking of the people of his time, ſays; 


reprobate filver ſhall men call them, becauſe 


the Lon? hath rejected them —In the 
margin we read refuſed ſilver: that is, 
filver which is not ſtandard, which is not 
fine enough to receive the hall mark.— 


Therefore every one who is not ſanRified 
in Cnrisr Jesus, in whoſe hearts he 


does not dwell, are not ſtandard, cannot 
receive the mark of Gop.—PFor it is 
written in the prophets, that upon all the 
eups and veſſels in his houſe ; that is, up- 
en all the true members of his myſticat 
Body, /hall be written, HoLtnzss' To THE 
Lox. 


Every one of my readers will coincide 
with me, when I ſay, that if his Majeſty 


of Great Britain ſhould come and reſide 


in Dublin, with all the lords of his houſe. 
hold, and fplendor of his court; and nei- 
7 the magiſtrates or citizens know any 

thing 
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thing of the matter, it would ſeem very 
extraordinary. But ſuppoſing he ſhould 
come to Dublin, as his great grandfather 
came to England, refolved to conduct him- 
ſelf according to holy David's vow - and 
profeſſion in the 101ft Pſalm; part of 
which, I take the liberty to tranſcribe, 
« I will behave myſelf in a perfect way; 
I will walk within my houſe with a per- 
fe& heart. I will ſet no wicked thing 
before mine eyes; I hate the work of 
them that turn aſide, it ſhall not cleave ta 
me. A froward heart ſhall depart from 
me: I will not know a wicked perſon, 
Whoſo privily ſlandereth his neighbour, 
him will I cut off: him that hath a high 
look and a proud heart will not I ſuffer. 
Mine eyes fhall be upon the faithful of 
the land, that they may dwell with me: 
he that walketh in a perfe& way he ſhall 
ſerve me. He that worketh deceit ſhall 
not dwell within my houſe : he that telleth, 
lies ſhall not tarry in my ſight. I will 
early deſtroy all the wicked of the land, 
that I may cut off all evil-doers from 
the city of the Lord”, — 1 fay, if his Ma- 
jeſty ſhonld come and keep his court in 
Dublin, having formed this his royal an- 
ceſtor's reſolution, and adhering to it: ex- 
pelling all wicked and unworthy ow 

om 
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from his preſence, and promoting the vir! 


tuous and the good into all places of 


profit and honour ; and that all this ſhould. 


be unknown to the magiſtrates and citi- 
zens! would be extraordinary indeed. 
And yet how little and inſignificant wall 
all this appear to be, when compared with 
the reſidence of the moſt High in our 
hearts. Shall God in very deed dwell, not 
2 Chr. vi. 18. only with, but in man, and man not know 
it! This indeed would be ſcarcely credi- 
ble.—Shall he come and bind the ſtrong 
Luke fl. 21. man, who has ſo long kept our hearts, 
in carnal ſecurity : ſhall he fate from him 
all his armour wherein he truſted. —Every 
argument for profit or pleaſure, ſhall he 
2 Cor. x. 5. pull down all his ftrong holds, caſt down ima« 
ginations, and every thing that exalteth itſelf, 


bringing every thought into captivity to his 


Epheſ. ii. ; obedience. — Shall he make us alive, who 
5. 8. were once dead.—Shall he make us /ight, 


who were once darkne/s.—In a word, ſhall 
Rom. xiv. 17. he eſtabliſh his kingdom within us, which it 
righteouſneſs and peace and joy in the Holy 
Ghoſt, and we know nothing of the matter |. 


is rather more than can be believed.—St. 
John tells us, hereby we know that we dwell 
in him, and he in us, becauſe he hath given 
„ ws of his ſpirit ; and St. Paul, if Chriſt be 
Rom. ii. 10... you, the body is dead becauſe of ſin, but 
the ſpirit is life becauſe of righteouſneſs. 

Which 


1 John iv. 13. 
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Which may be read thus, If Chriſt be in 
you . the body is dead unto fin, but the ſpirit is 
life unto righteouſneſs. Or thus, If Chrif 
be in you, though the body be dead (or under 
ſentence of death) becauſe of fin, yet the 
ſpirit is life becauſe of the righteouſneſs of God, 
imputed and imparted unto us by the Fa- 
ther in the glorified humanity of our Lord 
Jeſus, which is the Holy Ghot—lf Chriſt be 
in us, 


Our nature% courſe is turn'd, our mind 
Renew'd in all its powers, 
And both the witneſſes are join'd 
The Spirit of Gop with ours. 
WesLEy's Hymns, 


Having I hope removed the objections of 
thoſe who would bring down our glorious 
diſpenſation to a level with the Meſaic, and 
the ſelf-deceit of others who would flatter 
themſelves that CHRIStF may dwell in them, 
and they not know it ; I hope my readers will 
find ſome pleaſure and profit in letting their 
thoughts dwell a little longer on the ineſti- 
mable advantages accruing to us from the 
glorious goſpel of our Logp Jesus CHRIST. 


We need not lament his abſence with Job. 
and ſay—1 go forward, but he is not there; 

and backward, but I cannot perceive him; on Je ob. xxili. & 
the left hand, where he doth work, but I cannot 
tehold 


Exek. xlviii. 
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leboid him: he hideth himſelf on the right hand 
that 1 cannot ſee him. For behold he is our 
life, his kingdom, his city is within us, and 
the name of that city is, The LoRD is there. 
He is in our hearts, he ſearches them, he 
tries them, he is perfectly acquainted with 
all their affections, deſires and intents, thoſe 
very thoughts which I have juſt now com · 

mitted to paper, were known to him be- 


fore I conceived them, and my words be: 


v. 15. 


2 Pet. i. 4. 


fore I wrote them. We need only re- 
collect that he is in our hearts, that he 
heareth us; and we are heard; and then 
let us believe with Sr. John, F we know 
that he heareth us, whatſoever we aſk ; we 
know that we have the — that Te de- 


- fired of him. 


Let us believe his promiſes, for by them 
we are made partakers of the divine nature. 
Let us belieye that if an earthly father would 
be ready to give bread to his hungry child ; 
much more readily ill our Heavenly Fa» 


Matt. vii, 11. THER give his holy ſpirit (and all other good 


things) i them that aſk him.—Let us con- 
ſider however that our power or capacity 
of receiving is Faith. We are not only 
to believe that he hears us, but alſo, that 
he will really give us whatſoever we aſk 
according to his will: and we may be cer. 


tain that it is his will to. give us every 
thing 


han, 
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thing that he has promiſed. How won- 
derfully extenſive then may our prayer be, 
and yet ſtill within the boundary of his 
good pleaſure. 


Prayer is our mode of intercourſe with 
Gop. The influence of his ſpirit, and the 
order of his providence are his modes of 
intercourfe with us : therefore prayer is a 
buſineſs of the greateſt importance, with 
which we ought to be moſt perfectiy ac- 
quainted :>And that we may be ſo, we 
muſt conſider with the clofeſt attention 
the many and wonderful promifes that have 
been made to it; for they may very pro- 
perly be compared to the ſteps of Jacob's 
Eadder, by which, and by which only, we 
can aſcend to Heaven. But they are fo 


many and fo great, and the ſubject is of 


ſuch divine importance, that it would re- 
quire a treatiſe by itſelf. I ſhall only, in 
this place make a few obſervations, which 


1 hope will be pleaſing and uſeful. 


Faith, or believing, as I have faid before, 
is our only power or capacity of receiving; 
and this muſt be founded on the promiſes : 


Whatſoever ye ſhall aſt the Father in my name, John xvi. 23. 


he twill give it you. -F you aſk any thing in 


my name, I will do it Here is per- , 4; 


G miſhon 


John xv. 7. 


Mat. xx1. 22. 


Mark xi. 24. 
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miſtion to aſk any thing whatſoever ; and 
leſt we ſhould think that the things that 
we aſk, muſt of neceſſity be according to 
his revealed will, he ſays in another place, 
If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, 
ze ſhall aſk (not what I will, but) what ye 
will, and it ſhall be done unto.you. O molt 
amazing! — the LoRD in this place ſur- 
renders his will to us. What ſhall we ſay? 
ſilence only can expreſs our divine aſtoniſh- 
ment. May I be permitted however to ſup- 
poſe, that in our marriage contract with 
him, there is a perfect ſurrender of the will 
of each party to the other. O what is it, 
to be eſpouled to Jeu Chriſt ! 


But to conſider the nature of faith a little 
further; the promiſes I have juſt quoted 
were ſpoken by the Lord himſelf, and there- 
fore muſt be believed. He has alſo ſaid 
All things whatſoever (without exception) 
ye ſhall aſk in prayer, BELIEVING ye ſhall re- 
ccive. Believing !|— What ?—Why,—not on- 
ly that he is able, but alſo willing to give 
it, This truth he has confirmed, and moſt 
wonderfully explained in the following text. 
Therefore I ſay unto you, what things ſoever ye 
deſire when ye pray, BELIEVE THAT YE 
RECEIVE THEM, and ye ſhall have them, 
This is a moſt aſtoniſhing explanation of the 
nature of Faith. We are to believe that we 
| receive 
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receive the things that we aſt, even ꝛbbile we 
are aſking for thim ; and why not? we are 
aſking them of Him in whom are all things, 
and who is the ſole poſſeſſor and diſpoſer 
of them: and prayer is no other than the 
child, with the father's leave, going into 
his ſtorehouſe to take whatever he may have 
occaſion for, 


But our Saviour alſo tells us, that there 
is in us a latent power over all nature, 
which though we have it, has been hidden 
from us ever ſince the fall; we, neither 
knowing what it is, or how to make uſe of 
it, if we did, —But we learn from him that 
it is the power of faith, that if we can put 
away doubting from our hearts, and believe 


that what we ſay ſhall come to paſs, we ſhall Mark xi. 23. 


have whatſoever we ſay; that all nature, 
animate or inanimate, intelligent or not, 
muſt and will obey us. This is the divine 
_ power in man: and our Lord ſeems to have 
been diſpleaſed with his apoſtles for not ex- 
erting that power when they awoke him 
from ſleep, to ſave them from being ſhip- 
wrecked. Why are ye ſo fearful? ? how is it 
that ye have no faith ? 


- 


Nevertheleſs, knowing very well that the 
weakneſs of our nature is ſuch, that though 


this power be naturally inherent in us, we 
ſhould 


Mark iv. 40, 
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ſhould 'not have ſufficient confidence to 
make uſe of it; our Lord has been gra- 
ciouſly pleaſed to permit, and direct us to 
make uſe of his name. As, if he ſhould 
ſay, I know the weakneſs of your hearts; 
your ignorance of the powers which I origi- 
nally implanted in your nature, and your 
want of courage and confidence to exert 
them : therefore, as you believe in me, and 
know that I am Lord of all, that all the pro- 
perties of nature are my ſubjects and ſer- 
vants : you, my children, may in my name, 
command them as you pleaſe, and they 
ſhall obey you. And theſe /igns ſhall follow 
you that believe; in my name you ſhall caſt out 
devils, you ſhall ſpeak with new tongues, you 


- ſhail take up ſerpents, and if you drink any 
Mark xvi. 18. deadly thing it ſhall not hurt you ; you ſhall 


lay bands on the fick, and they ſhall recover. 
And as I know that theſe my words will be 
publiſhed to all the world, the inhabitants 
thereof will, by theſe ſigns, be able to di- 
ſtinguiſh, between ſuch as believe in me, 
and ſuch as do not; for I have already told 
you, that, He that believeth in me, the works 
that I have done, ſhall he do alſo, and greater 


John xv, 122 works than thoſe ſhall he do, becauſe I go to the 


Father. For if the works which you have 
ſeen me do, though they were done in my 


humble ſuffering ſtate, were ſuch as no other 


man ever did: how much greater will your 
works 


o 


works be, when I return in my glorified 
humanity, make my abode in your hearts, 
ard work all my works in you, and by 
you ? 


This paraphraſe, I humbly believe, places 
the ſenſe of the ſacred text in a juſt and 
clear point of view; and now, I ſhall only 
ſay, that, as our Lord did not limit the du- 
ration of theſe powers, we have every rea- 
ſon to believe, that they were to, continue 
as long as He himſelf was to remain with 
us, and that was to be (according to his pro- 
mile) always, even to the end of the world. _ xxvũi. 
Why then have they ceaſed ? ſurely, not 
becauſe the nations have been evangelized, 
'or the goſpel eſtabliſhed in the earth, for 
the much larger part of it are either Hea- 
thens or Mahomedans to this day. But 
becauſe thoſe who are called Chriſtian, have 
buried their talent in the earth, (in earthly- 
mindedneſs) have received again the ſpirit 
of the world ; and whatever they may have 
retained of the form, have not only loſt, 
but even deny, every power of faith and 2 Tim. iii. 5: 
godlineſs. 


_ The revival of theſe powers, by the effu- 
ſion of the ſpirit in the latter days, will 
| probably 
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probably be, what is called the Millennium ; 
for we read in the prophecy of Daniel, that, 
#he ſaints of the moj# High ſhall take the 
kingdom, and poſſeſs it for ever, even for ever 
and ever ; and that the kingdom and dominion, 
and the greatneſs of the kingdom under the 
whole heaven, ſhall be given to the people of 
the ſaints of the mgſt High. And what great- 
er kingdom or dominion can there be, than 


to have power over all nature by faith? 
One would think, that the writer to the 
- Hebrews bad apprehended that this kingdom 


was commenced in his day, when he ſays, 


Heb. xii. 28. We receiving a kingdom wwhich cannot be moved, 


Gal. ii. 20. 


Mat. xxviii. 
18. 


Oc. But the principal text for the Millen- 
nium, is in the Revelations, xx. 4. where 
we read, that the ſaints, or thoſe who had 
ſuffered for the word of God, ſhould live and 


reign with Chriſt a thouſand” years, this is 


called the firſt reſurrection; but whether it 
will be a reſurection of their bodies from 
the grave, or from that ſpiritual death in 
which we have ſo long lain, is not eaſy to 
determine ; however, we may be ſure of 
this, that to live by the faith of the Son of 
God, that is, by the ſame faith that he had, 
and has, who has all power in heaven and in 


earth, will be to live and reign indeed.— 


For as all things were created by the word 
of 


K 


of faith, and by the ſame word, Lazarus 
was called out of his grave, and every other 
miracle was wrought; if it had been poſſi- 
ble for our Lord to have doubted, whether 
what he ſaid, would, or would not have 
come to paſs, not any thing would have 
been created, ncither ſhould - Lazarus have 
riſen from the dead. But, the hour. is com- 
ing, when all that are in the graves ſball hear 
this voice of faith ; and ſhall come forth, they 
that have done good unto the reſurrection of 


life, and they that have done evil unto the re- John v. 28, 


ſurrettion of damnation. 


If this idea, of the Millennium, ſhould 
ſtand in need of any further illuſtration, let 
us conſider what the ſeventh angel ſays, in 


29. 


the Revelations : The kingdoms of this wworld Rev, xi. 15. 


are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of 
his Chriſt. But Jeſus is both Lord and 
Chriſt. How then are we to read this text? 
Are they become the kingdoms of our Lord 
and his Lord, or of Chriſt and Chrift con- 
ſidered as one, or two perſons? No—bur 
they are become the kingdoms of our Lord 
Feſus and of his Chriſt, that is, of his 
anointed ; his people; his church, which is 
his body. He ſhall reign in them, and they 
ſhall reign with, and by him, for ever and 
ever, Amen.,—Even /o come, Loxp JEsus, 

| and 
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and as a preparative for that glorious day, 
The Spirit and the Bride ſay come; and let 
him that heareth, ſay come; and let bim that 
is athirſt come; and whoſoever will, let him 
ale of the water of life freely. 


